Dear USC Roski School Community,
I hope this finds you well and staying safe during the first part of our summer. This has
been an incredibly challenging time for all and has affected every aspect of normal
campus life. In the next few, short weeks, USC Roski will be welcoming a new cohort
and re-connecting with our returning community of artists and designers. All of the
Roski faculty and staff have been working non-stop in preparation for the fall and in
supporting the creative education and activities of our talented students.
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As Provost Zukoski’s email outlined on July 1, our planning has priorities based on
safety, excellence, flexibility, and looking forward to the future. Using those four
pillars the USC Roski School has submitted our restart plans and is currently awaiting
approval from Los Angeles County in preparation of the next term. Once we are
granted approval, a detailed email will be sent to confirm the information outlined
here, or to notify if there are any changes in our plans.

The fall start date is August 17, 2020 with virtual Welcome Week events planned for the week prior. For more
information on the fall academic calendar, please read the June 2 University’s memo, with information about
Project Restart.
Please know that our dedicated community of faculty and staff are committed to providing excellence in
teaching and a level of engagement expected of USC. Despite COVID-19 and the challenges it presents, we want
to assure you that this coming semester will be an opportunity to meet those challenges alongside others in the
creative and academic communities. While USC Roski has plans to migrate some of our courses online, we are
offering most of our studio-based courses in a hybrid model. Our plans begin by de-densifying our population
and extending time and access across our studio classrooms and labs beyond regularly assigned classroom times.
We believe that access to studios, fabrication spaces, and output labs are at the heart of a creative practice and
hold this as a priority for our students.
SAFETY
At the Roski School of Art and Design, our priorities are first for the safety, health and security of our students,
faculty and staff. Second, to make sure that every one of our students is able to move ahead on-schedule with
their degree programs, acquiring the knowledge and skills they need for their careers. Our staff has been
working these past few months with university staff, health officials, and county leadership to ensure that the
USC Roski buildings are safe for your return and will remain so throughout the year. The plans to de-densify
mean fewer people in rooms over a wider span of time. We will be implementing strict distancing guideline for
the time being and remind everyone they must wear masks when in studios or around campus. YES, this may be
challenging but artists and designers thrive under difficult conditions. Please know that you are supported by the
entire Roski community; faculty, staff and fellow students; and together we will meet these challenges with
patience and compassion.
USC ROSKI HYBRID COURSES — Many of the art and design courses are moving to a hybrid model.
Currently, we are developing course curriculum with lectures and demos being delivered remotely during
scheduled times. Students will also have access to review and watch recorded instruction before and after
scheduled times in the event they reside in a different time zone. We anticipate that 10-20 percent of our
professors will be lecturing from campus zoom rooms or their offices and all faculty will be available to their
students remotely for instruction, discussions and critiques — while practicing social distancing — during class
time and studio hours. USC Roski has also instituted a totally remote option for students unable to attend in
person or who have health issues. You will soon receive a survey to indicate any such needs.

We are working hard on a ticketing system that allows you to reserve dedicated onsite studio spaces. With Roski
School’s recent expansion, we have ample rooms for access to studio space needed while distancing. Both
undergraduate and graduate majors will be able to benefit in different ways. And labs such as Galen, Ceramics,
and Photo, will move to a “service bureau” model, allowing students to drop off and pick up work while social
distancing. This minimizes contact and ensures the safety of staff and students. Lab techs will also be available
remotely to answer questions.
We will continue to move in this direction until health officials allow us all to safely come back on campus; as I
assure you, we are here to be your advocates.
Beyond the Classroom
USC Roski is committed to creating a robust educational and community experience for all our students that
includes out-of-class experiences online. This past year, Roski held more than 20 special sessions with artists,
designers, scholars and more that included Yunhee Min, Julio Cesar Morales, lauren woods, Ginger Shulick
Porcella, Dale Herigstad, Paul Sahre, Bill Barminski, Taj Frazier and more. The Roski Talks will continue online,
giving the larger Roski community the ability to participate.
Our faculty and staff are also working on other areas of virtual student engagement outside of classwork that
will provide opportunities for creativity and community. And USC is developing a new student portal that will
serve as a virtual quad. All of these options will become part of our permanent offerings in the future. For
displaying our students’ works of art, we believe an enhanced digital platform and exhibition forum will attract
an even wider audience and greater visibility than traditional spaces. We anticipate that by Spring term, we will
be able to relaunch our Helen Lindhurst Fine Arts Gallery for undergraduate exhibitions.
The university is also offering new sources of support for our students by expanding a program to provide
financial and technical support for domestic and international students who have connectivity or hardware
issues (details to follow) as well as a new scholarship opportunity for this year only that invites students to apply
for a scholarship for up to two free online classes in the 2021 summer session.
The spread of COVID-19 and the difficulties it has caused is unprecedented and many decisions that are normally
made within the school are now dependent on restriction from health officials. Based on these dynamic factors,
we will be continually reviewing safety protocols and will pivot as necessary to ensure, to the best of our ability,
the safety, health and security of our students, faculty and staff. All of these initiatives will help us to seamlessly
transition in person as soon as possible.
We hope this communication is helpful and that it answers some of the questions you may have. If you have
further questions, please don't hesitate to reach out. And please know that further communications will be
forthcoming with our plans for your 2020-2021 academic year at Roski.
Sincerely,

Haven Lin-Kirk, Dean
USC Roski School of Art and Design

